ARIZONA COMMUNITY ACTION ASSOCIATION
Educating, Advocating and Partnering to Prevent and Alleviate Poverty.

The Arizona Community Action Association (ACAA), a 501 (c)(3) non-profit agency, was created in 1967 to address poverty throughout Arizona. ACAA advocates for the promotion and protection of services, programs, and policies which enhance the well-being and self-sufficiency of all Arizonans.  We work collaboratively with our partners statewide to promote fair and affordable energy costs, access to emergency assistance, asset development, food security and affordable housing, and unite communities to end poverty through community based initiatives and solutions. Some of our key projects and programs include:
THE CHANGING FACE OF POVERTY CAMPAIGN 






Current economic conditions have put more individuals and families into distress than at any other time in recent history, requiring Arizona to serve a growing population with ever-dwindling resources.  Human service agencies are seeing a 40 – 300% increase in requests for assistance, many coming from families that have never asked for help before. To better respond to these emerging needs, ACAA is partnering with 11 philanthropic organizations to: raise funds to support families in need; run a newspaper, radio and TV campaign educating Arizonans about the crisis; ask for financial support and encourage volunteerism throughout Arizona’s communities.
ASSET DEVELOPMENT
Through a 3-year contract from DHHS, ACAA and our grant partners are promoting the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). The focus is encouraging members of Arizona’s American Indian communities to file their taxes and claim this credit, and providing financial literacy training to tribal members both on and off the reservation.  

ARIZONA SELF HELP WEBSITE
ACAA is proud to offer the Arizona Self Help website (www.arizonaselfhelp.org), a free and confidential online resource that allows a user to prescreen for 25 social service programs and provides contact information and downloadable program applications. The website, which is offered in both English and Spanish, prescreens for the following program areas: Food & Nutrition, Housing and Utilities, Financial Benefits, services for Seniors and Persons with a Disability, Health Care, Children’s Resources, and Jobs and Employment.

ENERGY, UTILITY ASSISTANCE AND WEATHERIZATION
ACAA’s Home Energy Assistance Fund strives to create programs and increase funding to meet the energy needs of low-income families and individuals in their struggle to remain or become self-sufficient. Funding for the program is supported by various utility partners, private donations, and abandoned utility deposits --  www.homeenergyfund.org. ACAA advocates in various utility venues to form public/private partnerships in order to design and deliver additional home weatherization, energy education, and in some cases, bill assistance to low-income families and individuals.
FOOD AND NUTRITION PROGRAMS
ACAA disseminates critical information regarding the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP - the new Federal Name for the Food Stamp Program) and other food assistance and nutrition programs. We provide brochures, flyers, and other materials at no cost, and conduct presentations on SNAP eligibility and how to help those who may be eligible to access the benefits.  

PEOPLE’S INFORMATION GUIDE
The People’s Information Guide 2007 – 2009 Edition contains information on a variety of low-cost and free services and programs available to low-income families and individuals. The Guide is intended to assist families and individuals in obtaining resources needed to prevent a crisis and move toward self-sufficiency, and is available in English and Spanish.
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